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L C!I Inresponse to the invitation to re Strict or pay additional fees the 
| | restricted the claims. 
|^ ] paid additienri fees. 
| | paid additional lees under protest. 
| | neither restricted the claims nor paid additional fee*. 

2. J~l This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and close, according to Rule 68.1. not to invite 
— the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. THs Authority considers that the requkcircttt of xaiiry of invention in accordance with Rules 13, U 13.2 and 13.3 1st 
| | complied with. 



The inventions as set forth in claims 1 to 38' are 
common to each other in relating to a plasmid 
originating in a microorganism belonging to the genus 
Rhodococcus and its partial fragment. As reported in 
Appl. Microbiol. Biotechnol., 2003, July, Vol.62, 
pages 61-68, however, a plasraid originating in a 
microorganism belonging to the genus Rhodococcus and 
its partial fragment are known. Thus, the matter 
common to the inventions as set forth in claims 1 to 
38 cannot be considered as a special technical 
feature. Accordingly, it appears that there is no . 
technical relationship among the inventions as set 
forth in claims 1 to 38 involving any special 
technical feature and these groups of inventions 
cannot be considered as being so linked as to form a 
single general inventive concept. Such being the case, 
the inventions claimed in . the .present case, .have three., 
groups of inventions, i.e. 
(continued in Supplemental Box) 
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Inventive step (IS) 



Document 1: Microbiology, 1997, Vol. 143, pages 3137 to 
3147 

Document 2: Appl, Microbiol. Biotechnol. , July 2003, Vol.- 

62, No. 1, pages 61 to 68 
Document 3: WO 2002/70714 Al (Daiichi Fine Chemical Co., 

Ltd. ) , 12 September 2002 & EI? 1371731 Al & 

AU 2002234942 Al 

Claims 1 to 38 

The inventions set forth in claims 1 to 38 are novel 
and Involve an inventive step in relation to documents 1 
to 3 cited in the international search report. 

None of the documents sets forth the specific 
plasmids of Khodococcus origin or fragments thereof as 
described in this application, and said invention would 
not be obvious to a person skilled in the art. 
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(1) The inventions relating to a plasmid pRETHOO and its 
fragment as set forth, in claims 1 to 11 and the parts 
relating to the fragment of the plasmid pRETHOO in 
claims 17, 24 and 27 to 38; 

(2) The inventions relating to a plasmid pKETlOOO and its 
fragment as set forth in claims 12 to 16 and 18 to 23 and 
the parts relating to the fragment of the plasmid 
pRETlOOO in claims 17, 24 and 27 to 38; and 

{3) The inventions relating to a DNA fragment" represented'' 
by SEQ ID NO: 77 as set forth in claims 25 to. .26 and the 
part relating to claims 25 to 2 6 in claims 27 to 38. 
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